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¡'ì obert S. Morris was awarded the Royal

lf $iü,H'*i ',i,31åi,i;
award was given each year to an architect regard-

less ofnationality for "outstanding contribution to

the profession". Morris was the first Canadian to

receive this honor since Frank Darling in 1915 and

other recipients include such fîgures of architec-

tural stature as Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, Le Cor-

busier and Frank LloydWright.
A native of Hamilton, Moruis was educated at

Highfietd School, Hamilton and Ashbury College

Ottawa before entering Royal Military College at

Kingston in 1915. After serving in France and Bel-

giurn duringWorldWar One he studied architecture

at McGill graduating in 1923. He worked first for

Carrere and Hastings and then H. T. Lindbergboth

of New York City but in t927 relwned to Montreal

and joined the firm of H. L. Fetherstonhaugh.

However, the following year Morris spent six

months travelling through Europe before moving

to Toronto to join the firm Marani and Lawson. In
1929, Morris became a partner in the firm re-

organized as Marani, Lawson and Morris.

Importantwork:

(withMarani&Lawson)
Merrit House, Ridley College, St.

Catharines,Ont.
North American Life Assurance, King St.,

Toronto
Fort York Armoury, Toronto, Ont.

Bank of Canada,Ottawa

kni,thi,nMarant)
Bank of Montreal, King St.'W., Toronto, 0nt.
CNE Grandstand, Toronto
City Hall, Peterborough, Ont.

Confederation Life Inswance, Bloor St. E.,

Toronto

Their most notable building was the Bank of

Canada (1937-38), designed in a modest art deco

manner. However, after the war, his firm now

called Marani and Morris became one of Canada's

establishment firms and designed many govern-

mental, commercial and institutional buildings

throughout Canada.

His buildings were described as "having an air of
no-nonsense sturdiness, embody the generaþ ac-

cepted functional principles of the moderns with
none of the avant-gardism".

Morris's commissions include Ridley College, St.

Catharines; Fort York Armoury, Fleet Street;

Shell Oil Building, Toronto; the Canadian Em-

bassy, Washington D.C. and the Maclean-Hunter
Building, Toronto.

Active in many architectural organizations
Morriswas a chairman of the Toronto Chapter and

President of the Ontario Assoeiation of Architects
(1942-43). He was President and a Fellow of the

Royal Architectural Institute of Canada and a

Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects.

Morris's wife was Elsie Johnston.
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